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Set in the small farming
community of
Middletown, Delaware,

St. Anne’s Episcopal School
reflects the forms of its country
setting and embodies the edu-
cational goals of its founders.

Overlooking Silver Lake
from an open knoll, the
school reaches out to take full
advantage of sweeping views.
Fields still used for crop pro-
duction are within sight, rein-
forcing lessons in ecology and
stewardship of the environ-
ment. Taking its shapes from
its rural settings, the school’s
dominant structure, which
houses offices and spaces for
shared activities, takes the
form of a Delaware Victorian
manor house. The nearby
gymnasium and academic
wings are expressed as a barn
and a series of outbuildings.

Educational goals shaped
two separate academic wings
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Area of Building
54,000 square feet

Space per Student
154 square feet

Cost per Student
$20,570

Square Foot Cost
$133

Cost of Construction
$7.2 million

Total Project Cost
$10.6 million

Contract Date
December 2000

Completion Date
August 2002

Percent of Completion
100%

for the lower and middle
schools. Classrooms are
grouped around common
spaces that are used for
shared learning. These wings
converge at a central area for
shared activities of music, art,
dining, worship, and library
study. Near this center, a
gymnasium, with stage and
retractable bleachers, houses
meetings and performances
as well as basketball.

By framing expansive views
and capturing natural day-
light, large windows through-
out the building help stu-
dents see the connection
between what they learn and
the real world. ■
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